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MANHATTAN TAX PREPARER LANDS IN PR SON
FOR H LING PHONY TAX RETURNS

MOHE. J. GAROA the Lhited Sates Attorney for the Southern
Dstrict of New York, and BLEEN J. OCGONNOR Assistant Attorney General
for the US Departnent of Justice, Tax DO vision, announced today that tax
preparer THOMAS MARESE was sentenced by Lhited Sates Dstrict Gourt Judge
MOH#EH. B MKASEY to one year and one day inprisonnent for his role in
filing false in cone tax returns.

MARESE ran a tax preparation business, Eagle Tax Preparation
Service, located at 333 Pearl Sreet in Manhattan. Oh Mirch 21, 2005, he
pled guilty to preparing false tax returns for his clients. According to
the crimnal Infornation to which MARESE pled, MARESE solicited clients by
word of nouth and then prepared tax returns for themwhich clained either
fictitious or greatly exaggerated deductions for itens such as nedical
expenses, gifts to charity and mscel | aneous deductions. As a result, the
clients either underpaid their tax or received inflated refunds.

The Information further alleges that MMNRESE prepared 21 fal se

returns claimng these types of false or inflated deductions for the 1999



and 2000 tax years. According to a plea agreenent, MMNRESE s preparation of
the 21 returns identified in the Infornation, and an additional 18 returns
prepared by MNRESE during the same tine period, resulted in a total tax
loss to the federal Governnent of $160, 463.

M. GARJA praised the efforts of the Internal Revenue Service,
Qimnal Investigation D vision.

Secial Assistant Lhited Sates Attorney ANDREW KAMERCS is in
charge of the prosecution.
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